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September 6, 2017 
 
Dear McKinley Families, 
 
We have now been in school for a few weeks and once again the school is a bustle of 
activity. Fall sports have begun and many of the afterschool clubs have already started or 
will be starting up in the next few weeks. For more information about upcoming events, 
please check the McKinley webpages (HS- http://www.slps.org/Domain/2997 and MS-- 
http://www.slps.org/mckinleycja). The calendar can be found by scrolling down to the 
lower left of the webpage. We will make every effort to keep this updated, but please also 
make sure your child listens to the daily announcements for updates. Additionally, middle 
school parents can connect with each other via MySchoolAnywhere at 
https://www.myschoolanywhere.com/new-family.a5w?fam=McKinleyCJA89488. 

 

We have a lot to share about what is going on at McKinley this year.   

 The middle school will continue to follow the FISH 
Philosophy as a way to guide student behavior.  The FISH 
Philosophy encourages students to BE PRESENT; CHOOSE 
A GOOD ATTITUDE; MAKE PEOPLE’S DAY; and PLAY 
WITH A PURPOSE.  Students who are caught following the 
Fish Philosophy will be rewarded with Goldbug Goldbucks 
that can be used for admission into special activities and 
exchanged for goods (Contact Dr. Bednarick if interested in 
providing donations of incentives that can be used for this 
program).  

 The high school will also be providing similar recognition for 
students who demonstrate great citizenship.  Speaking of the 
high school, we are in our second year of the early college 
program and now have a total of fourteen (14) students 
attending classes full time at Saint Louis Community 
College.  For high school students attending full time at 
McKinley, we are excited to announce that we are the 
recipient of the National Math and Science Initiative Grant.  
This grant provides intensive training to our Advanced 
Placement teachers, additional study sessions for students in 
Advanced Placement courses, and additional resources and 
materials for the AP classes.  One very exciting component of 
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the grant is that students who score a 3 or better on the AP 
test at the end of the year are not only eligible for free college 
credit, they also get a check from NMSI for $100 for every 
qualifying course. 

 Both the middle school and high school will continue to 
recognize Students of the Month and now students can 
nominate other students who show exemplary citizenship.  
Nomination forms are available from Dr. Bednarick.  

 Our gym is completely remodeled with a new floor, new 
scoreboard, and new bleachers and we will be hosting most 
of our volleyball and basketball games.  Check the webpage 
calendar to find a game.  We look forward to seeing you 
cheer on the GOLDBUGS! 

 All teachers will continue to follow the cellphone policy we 
adopted two years ago.  Teachers will determine the 
appropriate level of cell phone usage for their rooms, and 
students are expected to follow those classroom 
expectations. Some teachers will have students turn in cell 
phones at the beginning of class, so that they do not become 
a distraction.   We highly discourage use of cell phones in the 
hallways due to safety concerns. 

 Student government will continue in the middle school and 
high school with a focus on increasing school pride and 
stewardship, as well as planning and running school functions. 

 
We have quite a few new faces at McKinley and some new courses.   Ms. Lisa (Anne) 
Teren has joined us to teach chemistry and middle school health.  Mr. Kevin Kelly is 
teaching 8th grade and high school Spanish.  Mr. Jacob Lewis joins the art 
department; he teaches mostly middle school art and a few high school art classes.  
In our middle school, Mrs. Lisa Stortzum has taken over 6th grade science and Ms. 
Jenna Migneco joins us to teach 8th grade science and 8th grade health.  We’ve added 
both health and keyboarding to our selection of electives for the middle school.  We 
are also offering a reading intervention class at both the middle school and high 
school level.  Additionally, high school students can take a double dose of Algebra if 
they need the extra practice.  We are also offering more honors classes in art and 
English to add to the acceleration we were already offering in math. 

 
Lastly, I would like to encourage your involvement in our school community. The 
Parent Teacher Organization is a great way to become involved. Both middle school 
and high school meetings are held the second Monday of each month at 6:30 pm in 
the library. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Stephen  Warmack, Principal 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Progress Reports on 9/15 

MS pictures 9/19 

HS Pictures 9/20 

Open House 9/27 6-8 pm/AP Kick-off (MAP 

Assessment Reports will be available.)  

Parent/Teacher Conferences on 10/18 and 10/19 

No school on Friday, 10/20. 

 

 


